COMMUNITY SERVICE

AWARDS BANQUET
MAY 3, 2009
5:00 p.m.

Our MPUMC tenth annual Community Awards Banquet
will be held Sunday, May 3, beginning at 5 p.m. The
purpose of this event always has been to reach beyond
our doors to recognize local persons who have given
unusual efforts to good causes, and to extend an
invitation to the community to join us in acknowiedging
them. Again this year we have iwo people who have
provided important contributions to the life of our
community. We hope you can join in celebrating their
lives at the Community Service Awards Banquet.

THE 2009 HONOREES:
Deidre Wesley & Rev. Ensign Leininger

Ms. Wesley, for 13 years director of WISH, a women's
health study, also is known as an advocate for public
school education. As chairman of the Morgan Park High
School Local School Council, she headed the search
committee for a new principal and continued during the
transition period as Dr. Beryl Shingles became MPHS
principal. Her son was the first African American male to
be MPHS Valedictorian.

Rev. Leininger and his late wife Gladys served for many
years as Presbyterian missianaries to the Philippines,
setlling in Morgan Park after retirement. They quickly
became active in Protestant Cluster activities and were
instrumental in establishing New Neighbors, which
provides housing assistance and counseling to single
mothers. He has quietly continued to use his talents in
many other ways.

This is a festive occasion, with a $40 catered dinner,
candielight and flowers, a program book with ads, a silent
auction, and of course, guests. Banquet proceeds are a
very important item in the annual church budget. Be

prepared to participate in whatever ways you can.

We need help from as many members as
possible for this event.

April 2009

OPIRIT INTHE PARK
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e Complete the form (located on the table in the
back of the sanctuary or in the church office) for
your participation; tickets, ads, donations.

e Ask your friends, neighbors, and community
businesses if they can attend, take an ad in the
program book, donate an item for the auction, or
make a monetary donation

. ® Help on one of the commitiees: auction; solicitation;
' set up and tear down.

~ o Be a greeter at the event to help our guests feel
welcome in our building.

Thank You!
2009 Awards Banquet Committee
Samantha Morek, Donna Gruenberg, Pat Hawkins,
Eileen Fay, Sue Delves, Laura Parker

%
YA

Lenten Study & Fotluck Suppers
(Potluck Suppers Followed by Discussion)
THURSDAY EVENINGS:

April 2 & April 9"
Parior —6:30 p.m.

Please bring a dish or two of food to share and
your own table setting (plate & silverware). I

Study Book _
“Living with the Mind of Christ”
By James A Hamish

Families are invited.
Childcare provided during study.

The study ends on Maundy Thursday, April o™ with
Holy Communion.
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Holy Week

PALM SUNDAY
April &
Sanctuary
Procession of the Palms
(Please arrive at 10:20 a.m.)

POTLUCK SUPPER & LENTEN STUDY
HOLY COMMUNION
Thursday April 9
Parlor
6:30 p.m.

GooD FRIDAY
April 10
Sanctuary
7:30 p.m.
Drama...Meditation... Special Music

EASTER DAY
April 12
Sanctuary
Celebrative Service
10:45 a.m.
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GooD FRIDAY SERVICE
Submitted by Shirley Butler

Central to our Christian faith is Christ's choosing to die
on the cross for our sins. This makes our Good Friday
service, when we remember His suffering and death for
us, one of the most sacred services of the year.

You are urged to attend this year's Good Friday service
on April 10™ at 7:30 P.M. The Drama Group will depict the
events leading up to and through the crucifixion, during
the worship service. We will reflect on the magnitude of
God’s love for us, and the price Christ paid for our
redemption.

In appreciation of this awesome gift, | hope we all can break
away from our routines for a time of reflection on Good
Friday.

APRIL WORSHIP SCHEDULE

APRIL 5, 2009
Palm Sunday Procession
~ Holy Communion
“The World Has Gone After Him”
Psaim 118:1-2, 19-29 and John 12:12-16

APRIL 12, 2009
- Easter Day
“Remove the Stone!”
Isaiah 25:6-9 and John 20:1-18

APRIL 19, 2009
“My Lord and My God”
Psaim 133 and John 20:19-31

APRIL 26, 2009
Youth Sunday
Chris Walters will preach.

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS!

On Sunday, March 22™, we welcomed into full membership
of our church family Conchita & George Little and Edwal
Parker. :

Conchita & George Little both attended the Timothy
Lutheran Church, which closed in February. They joined
our church on “Profession of Faith”. Both are retired and
Conchita’s hobbies include volunteering. Conchita-& George
reside at 2058 W. 108™ Place, Chicago, 60643,and can
be reached at 773-779-5035.

Edward Parker also joined our church on “Profession of
Faith®. Edward is a Field Director of Chicago School
Associates. His children, Pierre, Denise and Olivia are all
active in our youth and children’s Sunday school programs.
Edward’s hobbies include working on his motorcycle.
Edward and his family reside at 8904 S. Bennett, Chicago,
60617 and can be reached at 773-370-8293.

We give God thanks for these three new members.

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY

Did you know that, according to research at the Harvard-
affiliated Benson-Henry Institute for Mind Body Medicine,
the repetitive motion and focus of needlework can elicit
what's known as the relaxation response — a calming
meditation-like state that slows heart rate and causes
blood pressure to drop. In addition, a study published in
the Journal of the American Geriatrics Society suggests
that knitting is associated with a lower risk of dementia
for those 65 and older. So..... join the Prayer Shawl Ministry
at 6:30 pm on the 2™ and 4" Mondays. It's good for your
health! It is also enjoyable. If you have questions talk to
Barbara Malcolm (773-238-1222) or Anne Genther (773-
881-1788).




ON DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

Submitted by Laura Parker
Nurture Committee Co-chair
Church and Society Committee member
Grant Coordinator - Crisis Center for South Suburbia

In February we heard news that made national headlines
that Rihanna was beaten by Chris Brown in a domestic
violence incident. In March, we learned that they were
back together.

Perhaps we don't understand why Rihanna went back to
Chris. Perhaps we judge her for returning. Perhaps we
are frustrated upon hearing this and ask, “Why would she,
or anyone, return?”

I could teach a whole lesson on this subject. Instead, |
will share the words of women who come to the Crisis
Center frying to escape an abusive relationship. Below
are some of the reasons women give for staying and for
leaving. -

WHY | STAYED

For my children: Fear that he would kill me or my children:
Financial security: Kept thinking he would change: Was
scared to leave: Wanted to feel loved and needed it— at
least sometime: He spoiled me: | had nowhere to go: | was
trying to make things work: | thought it would get better:
Feelings were still there: Embarrassment: Fear: Security:
Pregnant:: No resources.

WHY I LEFT

For my children: Fear that he would kill me or my children:
Got tired of being scared: | loved him too much: Jealousy:
He hated me: Didn't have feelings anymore: Always
being abusive: He wasn’t doing anything with his life:
Security: Tried everything else: Future: Couldn’t take it
no more: Realized | did not need him: Freedom: Finally
got enough faith to leave.

As you can see, some of these reasons for staying or
leaving are the same. It can be a long process for women
to decide to leave. If you know someone in an abusive
relationship don’t give up on them. Please let them know
there are people who can help. One resource is the Crisis
Center for South Suburbia, 708-429-7255.
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A “Thank You” from Quinwood WV

As Bill Zopp and Fred began cleaning hidden areas of the
church last fall they discovered old dishes packed away
in storage. With consent, Bill took a lot of them to his
family in Quinwood, W.V. This note is from his parents,
Ed and Gay Zopp: "On behalf of Concemned Citizens of
Quinwood - We want to thank Morgan Park UMC for the
nice dishes for our School house Cottage (Community
Bldg.). We do dinners for fundraisers, and the dishes are
certainly a plus. Bill has always been a part of this small
town in the mountains of WV since he was a small boy.
Thanks to Bill for thinking about us and to the church for
giving. God Bless.”

MORGAN PARK UMC
ON FACEBOOK

Submitted by Laura Parker & Samantha Morek
Nurture Team Co-chairs -

The church now has a group on the website Facebook.
Please feel free to sign on to Facebook and join the
Morgan Park United Methodist Church Group. There
are several photos posted already. Please feel free
to add more. We are hoping to learn how we can use
- this site for communicating with members and the
community. '

In light of all the electronic means of communication,
we are hoping to establish a Technology Committee. If
you are interested, please send an email to Laura,
Samantha, or Chris Walters.

CHiLoreN's EASTER ParTy
&
EASTER EGG HUNT

SATURDAY, APRIL 11™
11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Wesley Hall

GAMES...CRAFTS...FUN...FELLOWSHIP
Lunch Will Be Served.

All are welcome. We request that children age 3 and
under be accompanied by an adult. Please contact
Samantha Morek for more information.




For God so loved the
world that he gave his
only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in him
should not perish but

have everlasting life.
John 3:16 :

‘Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who according to his abundant
mercy has begotten us again to a living hope
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from
the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible and
undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved
in heaven for you. 1 Peter 1:3-4
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The Prayer Ministry

Our Father in heaven, thank you for sending us your
Son, the Merciful, Lord, Jesus, to be our Savior and
Redeemer.

We praise you, Lord Jesus, for the price you paid for
us. You were punished unmercifully when you were
executed on the cross. For us, Lord Jesus, you willingly
endured the suffering and the pain. Because of your

| ‘resurrection, we have new birth into a life of hope.

Lord Jesus, you laid down your life for us, and with
all our love and praise for your suffering, we journey
forty days — Ash Wednesday to Easter Sunday, thanking
you and praising you for your love and forgiveness.

Throughout this journey, Lord Jesus, we are using this
time to reflect on our baptism and on penance. We
are devoting prayer time asking you to forgive our
sins. Some of us, Lord Jesus, are making sacrifices
through fasting.

Lord God, we thank you that we have been saved
and reconciled to you because of your Son, Jesus
Christ. Amen.

The Prayer Ministry meets in the parlor every
Tuesday morning at 11:45 a.m. All are invited and
welcome to join us.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT
Submitted by Shirley Butler

The task ahead of us is never

| as great as the Power behind us.
i

‘WELCOME TO OUR 2009 CONFIRMANDS'

- Confirmation
April 5, 2009
Kanisha M Davis, daughter of Ronald and Bonnie Herron,

1 was baptized at Morgan Park Baptist Church on March 29,

2009. Her mentor is Regine Desruisseaux. Kanisha is a
freshman at Morgan Park High School.

Kyisha M. Davis, daughter of Ronald and Bonnie Herron,
was baptized at Morgan Park Baptist Church on March 28,
2009. Her mentor is April Preyar. Kyisha is a freshman
at Morgan Park High School.

Pierre N. Parker, son of Edward and Kourtney Parker,
was baptized at Morgan Park UMC on March 29, 2009.
His mentor is Chris Walters. Pierre is in the 7th grade at
Joseph Warren Elementary School. His favorite actlwtles
are playing video games and basketball.

Will D. Zopp, son of Bill and Andrea Zopp, was baptized
at Chesterton United Methodist Church, December 1995.
Will is in the 7th grade at Clissold Elementary School.

His favorite activities are playing football, basketball and | -

playing the guitar and drums.

“Blue Jean” Sunday

(Wear Your Blue Jeans to Church!)
April 19"

Submitted by Yyonne Brown

The Church and Soclety Committee will observe Earth Day,
on Sunday, April 19" The Social Principies of the United
Methodist Church clearly delineates our responsibility as:
stewards of the earth. We will introduce the children, during
the children’s sermon to water conservation. After the
worship service and coffee hour, we will join our youth in
planting water efficient plants in the church’s flowerbeds
and cleaning up the yard. Garden tools will come in handy
for this event, so please bring a few tools. Come prepared to
stay for lunch. And wear your blue jeans to church!

Learn more about water efficiency at the US EPA’s website,
Water Sense, found at htip://www.epa.gov/iwatersense/.




RAINBOW COVENANT
Yellow Band — Children’s Fund
Submitted by Anne Genther

The Yellow Band of the Rainbow Covenant is the
Children’s Fund Band. Each year several projects
dealing with children are selected to be included in
the Children’s Fund. This year two of these projects
are "The Dream Catchers" in Bok Chitto, Mississippi
and "Pencils and Possibilities” in South Sudan.

The Dream Catchers is a part of the Choctaw United
Methodist Mission, which serves three small Native
American congregations on the Choctaw Reservation
in Mississippi. There are 9000 — 10,000 Choctaw in
Mississippi and more that 50% of the population is
under the age of 18. The Methodist Church has been
in ministry with Choctaw Indians since 1827. The
children attend church on Sundays and Wednesdays.
They sing songs, play games and participate in crafts
and activities to help them learn the weekly Bible
story. On Wednesdays they participate in a prayer
service where they leam to pray to God and for others.
The children receive sensitive, loving, caring mentoring
and through mission projects they travel beyond the
reservation, which gives them the chance to see the
possibilities for them.

The Republic of Sudan is the largest country on the
African continent. It is rich in natural resources but the
area of South Sudan is one of poorest parts of the
country. For the past 21 years Sudan has experienced
political and military turmoil. The war has resulted in
major destruction and negiect of social and physical
structures, such as schools, roads, and health and
-water facilities. More that 4 million people became
refugees or internally displaced persons and roughly
2 million people died. The United Methodist Committee
on Relief (UMCOR) is helping South Sudan’s next
generation through their education programs in South
Sudan and South Darfur. These programs provide
classroom construction, teacher training, school desks
and chalkboards for classrooms, school supplies, and
uniforms for the children. UMCOR is also providing
sources of food, cash income, and skills to restore jobs;
train farmers and restore agriculture; and improve
water and sanitation.

Editor’s Note...Donations to -support this and other
Rainbow Covenant projects can be made at any time.
Please make checks payable to MPUMC with a
notation of “Missions” marked on the memo line.

- Fashion Show and Luncheon on Saturday, April 25, 2009
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VOLUNTEERS IN MISSION
'BANQUET

April 19, 2009
Submitted by Anne Genther

Have you ever heard of VIM? It stands for Volunteers in
Mission. People go on VIM trips to be in mission with
others and to help out when there is a disaster such as
flooding, hurricanes, efc. In the Northern lllinois Conference
there are many VIM trips to many places of need. Some
are near and some are far away.

On Sunday, April 19, 2009, there is a banquet to celebrate
the various trips and the people who went on them. ltis
being held at Barrington United Methodist Church in
Barrington, lllinois from 3 pm to 8 pm. There will be a
chance to view displays about the trips and talk with the

‘people who participated. The banquet and speaker will

follow.

You are encouraged to aftend and if you are interested
you can talk to Anne Genther for more information.

CHURCH DIRECTORY 2009
Submitted by Pat Bayer

The new church directory of members and friends has
been completed and is now available on the information
table in the back of the sanctuary or in the church office.

. Please pick up your copy.

The Metro Women’s Auxiliary
- Invites You to Their

Annual Fashicn Shew

Saturday, April 25t

The Metro Women's Auxiliary is holding a fundraiser/benefit

at the Lexington House. The cost of a ticket is $50.00.
Marcy Newberry Association is celebrating its 125" year
of being in service to people on the west side of Chicago.
The iuncheon and fashion show is always a fun time —
the food is good and the fashions are beautiful. Come
join us for a lovely afternoon.

~ For more information talk to Anne Genther.
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PLEASE NOTE...The Nurture Team is creating a
Cyber Safety Policy. If you have examples of a policy
that we might be able to leamn from, please submit
to Arlene McGee, Laura Parker, or Samantha Morek.









