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‘Dear Friends

This unusually cold and snowy winter is losing its power
and we now move into the Lenten season. Lent comes
from the Anglo-Saxon word, lencten, which means, “spring.”
Lent is a season of forty days, not counting Sundays,
which begins on Ash Wednesday and ends on Holy
Saturday. The season is a preparation for celebrating
Easter.

During Lent, as we prepare for the Easter celebration, we
will gather together every Thursday evening for a Lenten
study and Christian fellowship with a potluck dinner. Six
people will lead the study including myself. This is a time
that we can experience the same importance of Christian
fellowship that the Early Church experienced in their daily
lives — eating, praying and studying together. Childcare
will be provided every Thursday after dinner. You can
buy the study book at the church office.

Originally, Lent was the time to prepare new Christians for
their baptism. We will have baptism of confirmation students
in March and accept them into our full membership on
Palm Sunday. If there is a member of your family who
wants to be baptized, Lent is the best time.

| want to share with you one more |mportant thing in our
church life. We had an “All Church Visioning Retreat” two
years ago around this time. At the retreat we celebrated
our history and shared our dreams for the future. We set
three goals for the immediate future: (1) Renovating our
worship service, (2) Developing small groups and (3)
Continually being a loving and welcoming church. During
the last two years we have been working on these goals
and it is now time to review our ministries and redirect
our goals if it is necessary.

Thus, we w1|l have another “All Church Retfreat’ on Saturday
March 21% from 9:00 a.m. to noon. Rev. Krueger will
facilitate the retreat for us. A continental breakfast and
childcare will be provided. The retreat is open to anyone,
including non-members, who wants to share his/her
evaluations of our ministry and his/her commitment to
the new ministry.

All people of the Morgan Park UMC have important
roles, parts and contributions which are needed to build
up our church and help it thrive in Christian worship,

~ teaching, outreaching, witnessing and fellowship. Each

one of you is important! Each one of you is valued! Each
one of you has the power to decide our future! Please
come and join in the “All Church Visioning Retreat!”

\\\It{.

Pastor Eun-Hye Choi
Lenten Study & Potluck Suppeu

(Potluck Suppers Followed by Discussion)

THURSDAY EVENINGS:

March 5™ through April 9"
Parlor ~ 6:30 p.m.

Please bring a dish or two of food to share and
your own table setting (plate & silverware).

Study Book: $5
“Living with the Mind of Christ”
By James A Harnish

James A. Harnish is the senior pastor of Hyde Park
UMC in Tampa, Florida. He is the author of many
Christian books and meditation guides.

Please contact the church office or pastor Choi to
purchase your copy. (Make checks payable to Morgan
Park UMC.)

Families are invited. We will be setting up a |
schedule for childcare during the Bible study portion
of the evening.

The study will end on Maundy Thursday, April 9"
with Holy Communion.




MARCH WORSHIP SCHEDULE

MARCH 1, 2009
Holy Communion
“God’s Covenant with Noah”
Genesis 9:8-17 and 1 Peter 3:18-22

MARCH 8, 2009
“God’s Covenant with Abraham”
Genesis 17:1-7; 15-16 and Mark 8:31-38

MARCH 15, 2009
“Jesus’ Interpretation of the Ten Commandments”
Exodus 20:1-17 and John 2:13-22

MARCH 22, 2009
Youth Sunday
Michele Watkins will preach.

MARCH 29, 2009
Women'’s Sunday
“The New Covenant’
Jeremiah 31:31-34 and John 12:20-33

All Church Retreat 2009
March 21st

9:00 a.m. - Noon

A Church is a living organization, which is continually
adapting and changing in order to grow and thrive. For
growth of our church we need to keeping discerning
our vision, mission and goals. We had an All Church
Retreat two years ago and it is now time that we come
together again for re-visioning our mission and
ministries and reevaluating our priorities. Please
come and join the ALL CHURCH RETREAT 2009.

Rev. Kermit Krueger will lead the retreat for us. Rev.
Krueger has been in urban ministry for 41 years
(Indianapolis and- Chicago) and is experienced in
leading local congregations for visioning and goal
setting.

Breakfast will be provided. If you have any questions,
please contact pastor Choi, 773-238-2600.

DRAMA PROGRAM BEGINS
Submitted by Shirley Butler

The first Drama Group rehearsal will take place on
Saturday, March 7.2009. The first performance will
be during the Good Friday service on April 10th, when
we will dramatize the betrayal, trial and crucifixion of
Christ. ‘

Now is the right time to join us for this very exciting
and moving ministry. We are looking for participants
of all ages, male and female. Please contact Shirley:
Butler or Franja Brown for more information, or just
show up for the orientation and rehearsal on Saturday,
March 7" at 11:00 A M. Refreshments will be served.

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS!

On Sunday, February 8™ we welcomed into full membership
of our church family Sarah Briggs, Ollie Brown, Eileen Fay
and Keil Morek.

Sarah comes to us from Zion Faith Community. She is
an educator that enjoys singing, reading, recreational
sports and listening to music. Sarah’s son Selah attends
our Sunday school program. Sarah’s address is 11111 S.
Hoyne Ave. #1, Chicago, 60643 and she can be reached
at 773-263-3812.

Ollie Brown comes to us from Maple Park UMC. She is
retired and enjoys computer activities and singing. Ollie
has already joined our choir. Ollie’s address is 2346 W.
111" St., Chicago, 60643 and she can be reached at
773-881-4925.

Eileen Fay joined our church on “Profession of Faith”.
Eileen is a research R.N. who enjoys reading and museum
field trips with her grandchildren. Eileen has already
been busy in our church life joining several committees.
Eileen’s address is 10440 S. Wood St., Chicago, 60643
and can be reached at 773-779-7494.

Keil Morek also joined our church on “Profession of Faith”.
Keil is CFO of Southtown Paint & Wallpaper and enjoys
computing and tennis. Keil has been aftending MPUMC for
several years and has been (with wife Samantha) active in
our church life. Keil's address is 2835 W. 98" Pl., Evergreen
Park, 60805 and can be reached at 708-212-3173.
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‘FILM DISCUSSION GROUP CONTINUES
Submitted by Shirley Butler

Last month the Film Discussion Group viewed and
discussed the film “The Planet of Junior Brown’, also
known as “Junior's Groove’, over a pizza dinner at the
parsonage. | wish you had been there. The conversation
was light hearted and serious, insightful and most of
all fun.

This month's film is “The Kifte Runner”, a 2007 film
about an Afghan man who after years in the U.S. retumns
to his homeland to repay a debt to a childhood friend
whose frust he betrayed. We wm view and discuss
the film on Saturday, March 7™ at 5:30 P.M. at the
home of Garnet and Eileen Fay, 10440 S. Wood St.
We will again share a meal as we discuss the film.

For more information, please contact Shirley Butier
or Eileen Fay.

. To The Morgan Park UMC Congregation
From Kina Cliette, MPUMC member
Brooklyn, New York

| wish to express my appreciation for your support on
being among the first to try KX Beauty Products! | hope
you enjoyed them. Your feedback is welcome, and |
urge you to communicate any suggestions that can
improve KX Beauty Products. You can tell me what you

liked about them at customerservice@kxbeauty.info.

| am donatina the profits from vour contributions to the
mission programs of the church. | thank you all and wish
you and vour families a wonderful New Year.

PLEASE NOTE
From Council Chair, Donna Gruenberg
Every Committee Chair and Team Leader must
submit his/her meeting minutes to the church office

for safe keeping as permanent church records and
church history.

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
Submitted by Anne Genther

- As United Methodist Women we are part of an organization
called the World Federation of Methodist and Uniting
Church Women. This organization joins women from
various Methodist denominations together as sisters. In
Northem lllinois we join with the African Methodist Episcopal,
the African Methodist Episcopal Zion, and the Christian
Methodist Episcopal women every March to celebrate
Observance Day. This year it is going to be held on
Saturday, March 8" at Evergreen Park United Methodist
Church, 9358 S. Homan Ave., Evergreen Park, IL 60805.

The day begins with registration and continental breakfast
from 8:30 a.m. — 9:00 a.m. A program around the theme
“Improve Matemnal Health” will follow and the day will end
with lunch. Registration is $15.00 per person and we are
being asked to bring toiletry items for young women and/or
baby items to be taken to a women’s shelter.

This is always an enjoyable day and if you are interested
in going see Anne Genther for a reglstratlon form. The
deadline for registration is March 6™

‘“ Y . ’
Souper” Bowl Sunday

Thank you to everyone who so generously donated

to “Souper Bowl Sunday.” A check for $181 has been

delivered to the Maple/Morgan Park Community
Food Pantry.

Warm News
from the

Boiler Room

We did it! Forty eight families and individuals contributed
$7.291 to the Boiler Fund. The new time and temperature
control svstem is now installed and operating, and it's
paid for. The bill was $7.214, so we even have $77 to spare.

The Trustees and the Finance Committee wish to thank
everyone who so generously supported this rather hastily
cobbled together emergency appeal. And, now, its time for
one of Gene’s favorite Bible verses from Deuteronomy:
“Give liberally...for on this account the Lord will bless
you in all your work and in all that you undertake.”

We did and He did.



COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARDS BAN QUET
MAY 3, 2009

Our MPUMC tenth Annual Community Awards Banquet will be held Sunday, May 3, beginning at 5 p.m. The purpose
of this event always has been to reach beyond our doors to recogmze local persons who have given unusual efforts to
good causes, and to extend an invitation to the community to join us in acknowledging them. Again this year we have
two people who have provided important confributions to the life of our community. We hope you can join in celebrating
their lives at the Community Service Awards Banquet.

In this newsletter, you will find a letter about the Community Service Awards Banquet and the honorees with a form on
the back to purchase tickets, place and ad or donate an auction item.

The 2009 honorees are Deidre Wesley and the Rev. Ensign Leininger.

Ms. Wesley, for 13 years director of WISH, a women's health study, also is known as an advocate for public school
education. As chairman of the Morgan Park High School Local School Council, she headed the search committee for.
a new principal and continued during the transition period as Dr. Beryl Shingles became MPHS principal. Her son was
the first African American male to be MPHS Valedictorian.

Rev. Leininger and his late wife Gladys served for many years as Presbyterian missionaries to the Philippines, settiing
in Morgan Park after retirement. They quickly became active in Protestant Cluster activities and were instrumental in
establishing New Neighbors, which provides housing ‘assistance and counseling to single mothers. He has quietly
continued to use his talents in many other ways.

This is a festive occasion, with a $40 catered dinner, candielight and flowers, a program book with ads, a silent auction,
and of course, guests. Banquet proceeds are a very important item in the annual church budget. Be prepared to participate
in whatever ways you can.

‘We would like to have help from as many members as possible for this event,
so please let us know if you can assist in one or more of these ways:

1. Complete the form on the back of the letter for your participation.

2. Make copies of the letter and the form that are in this newsletter and ask your friends, neighbors, and
community businesses if they can attend, take an ad in the program book, donate an item for the auction,
- or make a monetary donation. (Or ask one of the committee members for additional letters and forms.)

3. Help on one of the committees: auction; solicitation; set up and tear down.
4. Be a greeter at the event to help our guests feel welcome in our building.

Thank You!
2009 Awards Banquet Committee
Samantha Morek, Donna Gruenberg, Pat Hawkins, Eileen Fay, Sue Delves, Laura Parker

NEPAL ORPHANAGE
Submitted by Carolyn McPherson

THANK You!
From the Outreach Team

Our congregation has raised $652 in support of our Once again your generous support of the Outreach

young man, Shiva Bhandari. This money will assure

Shiva that all his expenses at the Orphanage will be
covered for another year by this gift from the Church.

1 can imagine the smile on his face as he leamns this
news.

Thanks to all who support Shiva
with donations and prayers.

Team’s February fundraising projects is greatly
appreciated. Over 65 hearts for mission have been
displayed in the parlor resulting in over $65 being
donated. The bake sale was also a success and we
raised over $148! As always, monies raised from
these two events will be used for our Rainbow
Covenant projects. Thank you for your continued
support of missions.




Special Conference Offering
Sunday, March 22

She Outreach Team
Cordially Tnvites Yeu te Our
Fundraiser Luncheon

Sunday, March 29t
Following Worship
Great Hall

$8.00 — Adult
$4.00 — Children Ages 4-12
Children Under 4 — Free

5’wceedota&éneﬁt
Rainbew Covenant Projects

THE MENU WILL INCLUDE:

Chicken Wrap or Ham on Croissant
Italian Pasta Salad
Fresh Fruit Tray
Chips
Pound Cake or Brownie
Coffee or Punch

. We hope you will join us for lunch and fellowship as
we raise funds to support our Rainbow Covenant
Projects across the globe.

Support Missiens!

CHURCH DIRECTORY 2009
Submitted by Pat Bayer

A draft of the new church directory is located on the table
in the back of the sanctuary It will remain there through
Sunday, March 8". Please take the time to check your
information for accuracy and make any necessary changes.

Email addresses will be included this year. They will be
listed separately due to formatting. Only those email
addresses, which' | have been given permission to
include, will be published. If you would like your email
address listed in the directory, please print the information
on the list, which is also located on the table in the back
of the sanctuary. Thank you for your cooperation. The
new directory will be available in this month.

A HARDY HANDSHAKE
“JOB WELL DONE”
&

A GREAT BIG THANK YOU!

To all who worked hard and long hours to
make this year's Winter Rummage Sale a
success. Special thanks to our experienced
chairperson, Sue Delves.

Aplause! N

I' | COMMUNITY

- SERVICE AWARDS BANQUET

IT WON'T HAPPEN
BY MAGIC

D
/ ZV olunteer Your Help!




RAINBOW COVENANT
Yellow Band

The Yellow Band of the Rainbow Covenant is the
- Children’s Fund Band. Each year several projects
dealing with children are selected to be included in
the Children’s Fund. This year two of these projects
are the “Son” day in the Sunshine project of the
Solomon Community Temple UMC in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin and the Seeds, Soil, and Supper project
of the Lao Samphang Methodist Church in Vientiane,
Laos. ‘

The “Son” day in the Sunshine program is a sidewalk
Sunday School program held on Saturdays. The
program includes songs, games, craft projects, acting
out Bible stories and leaming about Jesus and how
to get along with friends. Sometimes there are field
tips. Each Saturday ends with a hot meal and worship.
Children in the neighborhood have a safe, welcoming
place to spend their Saturdays in a neighborhood
where there are many probiems.

In Laos the government has not given legal status to
the church and worship is banned in Vientiane, the
capital of the country but the 77 congregations of the
Laos Methodist Church continue to meet in the lay
pastor's homes. Missionaries T. and J. Vang work
with the families to help meet their needs. The Year-
Round Seed Project and Mushrooms of Faith Project
teach families to plant seeds and grow vegetables
and green rice. Selling the crops provides money for
food, clothes, and a tithe to contribute to help others
in the church. School registration fees of about $11.50 a
year per child are also provided by the church.

Your support of the Rainbow Covenant helps these
projects reach many children in need in Mllwaukee
Wisconsin and Vientiane, Laos.

A GREAT BIG THANK YOU to all who contributed
articles (and on time) for this month’s newsletter. Your
efforts are greatly appreciated!

$0...this month just a gentle reminder...

The deadline for the April Newsletter is
Sunday March 15%.

MEALS FOR THE HOMELESS

The United Methodist Men will be preparing food to
feed the homeless at Living Springs Church on
March 28™. This is our contnbutlon to the South
Suburban P.A.D.S

This project can be used by students and others to
fulfill community service requirements. Please see
Lucious Moore if you are interested in offering your
help. :

We are also accepting donations to help cover the

cost of the meal. If you would like to donate piease
place your donation (with the notation “Homeless
Meal’) in the offering plate on Sundays or leave it in
the church office.

Do We Have
Your Email Address?

“Today, of course, Paul would send an e-mail
to the Corinthians.”

Please print your email information on the sheet
in the back of the sanctuary if you would like it
included in the church directory.






