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Dear Friends

We are in the Lenten season and waiting for Easter.
According to our Book of Worship Lent comes from the
Anglo-Saxon word, lencten, which means “spring.” And
the season of Lent is a preparation for celebrating Easter.
What | think we misunderstand about Lent is that we
think it is only a very somber time when we repent, fast
and pray. The more Lenten seasons | experience, the
more | realize that it is actually a very joyful time when
we enjoy spring and are awaiting the climax of Christian
life, Easter.

Also, repenting, fasting and praying are not somber
Christian duties, but they are our privileges, a way that
we can access the heart of God and accept God's free
grace for us. When | grew up in a conservative home
church, a Korean Methodist Church, | fasted and prayed
during the Lenten season. Then later | thought | grew out
of those somber duties. | stopped fasting, even during
Lent. But this Lenten season | am fasting once a week.
As all means of grace do, fasting is a reminder of God’s
breath within us and is a way of celebrating our faith and
life.

Every Ash Wednesday, the first day of Lent, we read four
Bible passages: Joel 2: 1-17, Psalm 51:1-17, 2 Corinthians
5:20-6:10 and Matthew 6:1-21. | want you to read these
passages again and again during Lent. All these passages
show us how we return to God and celebrate our faith
and life in God. Especially, the passage from 2 Corinthians
that tells us that God initiates reconciliation with us
through the cross. It says, “See, now is the acceptable
time; see, now is the day of salvation! We are putting no
obstacle in anyone’s way.” In this Lenten season | pray
and hope that in fasting we accept the work of God's
reconciliation and also remove all obstacles we put in
others’ way to that reconciliation.

In this Lenten season let us celebrate our faith and life
and practice the work of reconciliation that God initiated
for us in our daily life at home, church and community.
Happy Lent! — Peace, Pastor, Eun-Hye Choi
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Lenten Study & Potluck Suppers

Potluck Suppers Followed by Discussion

Thursday Evenings:
February 25" through April 1°
Parlor — 6:30 p.m.

Please bring a dish or two of food to share ang
your own table setting (plate & silverware).

Study Book
“With Open Hands”
By Henri Nouwen

SPECIAL GUEST SPEAKER
Benjamin Reynolds

MARCH 18th
7:00 p.m.
Parlor

In conjunction with the Lenten Potluck Suppers &
Discussion we will have a very special guest on
March 18" who will share his personal experiences
as a gay Christian. Our guest speaker is Benjamin
Reynolds. He was the senior pastor at Emmanuel
Missionary Baptist Church in Colorado until he came
out. He is now the director of reconciling ministry at
the Chicago Theological Seminary and a PhD. candidate.

We feel his presentation will be quite timely as we are
in the process of becoming a reconciling congregation
and encourage all to attend.
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Holy Week

PALM SUNDAY
March 28
Sanctuary

Procession of the Palms
(Please arrive at 10:20 a.m.)

PoTLUCK SUPPER & LENTEN STUDY
HOLY COMMUNION
Thursday April 1%
Parlor
6:30 p.m.

GooD FRIDAY
Friday April 2™
Sanctuary
7:30 p.m.

Seven Last Words of Jesus

EASTER DAY
Sunday April 4™
Sanctuary
Celebrative Service
10:45 a.m.

Easter Brunch following Worship

Thank you for your wonderful response to the appeal for
prayers, money and kit items. Generous defines Morgan
Park. However, the need in Haiti continues and will be there

for a long time. UMCOR will be there as well. In fact, UMCOR
was already working in Haiti before the earthquake.

If you wish to make further donations to the needs of
Haiti you can do so at any time by making your check
out to the church and marking “Haiti” on the memo line.

MARCH WORSHIP SCHEDULE

MARCH 7, 2010
Holy Communion
“Christian Discernment”
Isaiah 55:1-9 and Luke 13:1-9

MARCH 14, 2010
“New Land, New Creation and New Life”
Joshua 5:9-12, 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 and Luke 15:11-32

MARCH 21, 2010
Rev. Arleen Christopherson,
Assistant to the Bishop, will preach.
Baptism of Timothy Choi Walters

MARCH 28, 2010
Palm Sunday
Youth Sunday
Philippians 2:5-11 and Luke 19:28-40

HAITI RELIEF
Submitted by the Outreach Team

Once again the people of Morgan Park United Methodist
Church have stepped up to help those affected by a
natural disaster — the earthquake that hit Haiti in January.
Our first response was prayer followed by an offering of
over $2000.00 that has been sent through UMCOR, the
United Methodist Committee on Relief. All of the money
given, including over $70.00 collected in Conchita's jar at
the rummage sale, will be used for relief in Haiti since
the basic expenses associated with UMCOR come from
the One Great Hour of Sharing offering that we will be
taking on Sunday, March 14",

A call for items to be included in health kits for Haiti was
also issued and Morgan Park members, friends, neighbors
and co-workers brought to the church items which filled
13 boxes including 89 hand towels, 421 washcloths, 58
toothbrushes, 64 combs, 329 bars of soap, 39 nail clippers,
and 1453 Band-Aids as well as 764 Ziploc bags to use
for the kits. These needed supplies have been sent on
their way for distribution in Haiti.

RUMMAGE SALE UPDATE
Submitted by Anne Genther & Elaine Reynolds

Our winter rummage sale has come and gone. The last
week in January saw many helping hands working to
unpack, sort, price and sell the many items donated for
our sale and cleanup afterwards. We made about
$1500.00 from the sale and were also able to donate
items to several charities. Thank you to everyone who
helped.

Now you can begin preparing for the spring sale. The
dates will be May 21-22. We will need summer clothes,
household items of all kinds, children's toys and other
children's items, books and jewelry. It is not too early to
think about the sale. As you do your spring cleaning (I
know some of you still do that), keep in mind the church's
rummage sale. Please bring good, clean items at any
time. We have storage space but it would be helpful if
you put the items in boxes or plastic bags and marked
them as to what they are. It is so much easier to set up
for a sale if items are sorted and packed together ahead
of time.




Submitted by Pastor Eun-Hye Choi
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About four years ago when | arrived at Morgan Park
UMC | heard that our church once had an amazing
handbell choir. | even saw the beautiful bells! | am
not a musician at all but | have a dream to sometime
in near future hear those beautiful bells. | decided to
stop dreaming and do something. | never played the
handbells but | was encouraged by pastor Krueger
that even | can play the bells.

If we have a minimum of eight volunteers who want
to make beautiful music with bells, we can make it
happen. Pastor Krueger and | are the first two
volunteers. Once we have a group of fun people we
will start to learn and practice once or twice a month.

You don’t need former experience with bells. You
don’t need much talent or knowledge of music. You
don’t need body and brain coordination either! You
just need a fun loving spirit and a willingness to learn. If
you think you are that person, please contact me at
eunhyechoi@yahoo.com or talk to me anytime.

Home Orphanage, his first place of refuge, is also
unknown. What is known is his life ever since, and that
has been a life during which he has been sheltered,
cared for, fed, clothed, schooled, and loved by all his
caregivers at the Umbrella Organization Orphanage in
Nepal—and by the Morgan Park United Methodist Church.

Our Church is a real presence in Shiva's life. He has
seen our pictures—he has two photo albums in his
possession—and he knows that we are supporting him
financially. Shiva has responded to the attention of the
all the adults in his life by performing well in school, by
being a helpful and respectful teenager, and by voicing
his thanks to our Church, which supports his financial
needs, such as money for tuition, clothing, housing, and
food. Let us continue that presence by giving as
generously as possible to the Shiva Fund.

SUPPORTING SHIVA RAJ BHANDARI
Submitted by Carolyn McPherson

It is time once again to collect money to support another
year of care for Shiva Raj Bhandari at the Umbrella
Organization Orphanage in Kathmandu, Nepal. During
the period from February 14™ until March 14", our goal
is to raise $500, which will be used to pay his expenses
of education, housing, eating, and clothing.

The opportunity to provide meaningful help to a child whose
parents and family have been killed by a merciless war
comes to us as a Church in the form of Shiva, a child
orphaned by the Maoist insurgency in western Nepal. We
became aware of Shiva’s needs late in 2004, when he
was living in an orphanage in Kathmandu. How he got
from the western Humla District of Nepal to the capital
city is unknown. How he arrived at the New Children’s

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN NEWS
Submitted by Anne Genther, UMW President

The Project Nights for March are being changed to
Mondays — March 15" and 29" due to the Lenten
Potlucks and programs. Join us as we make pillows for
breast cancer survivors at 6:30 p.m. on those dates. We
will resume our first and third Thursdays beginning on
April 15™.

World Federation of Methodist and Uniting Church Women
will hold their annual meeting at Allen Metropolitan
Christian Methodist Episcopal Church, 10946 S. Lowe in
Chicago, on Saturday, March 13" beginning at 8:30 a.m.
and ending with lunch. The cost is $15.00 per person.
This meeting gives us, as United Methodist Women, a
chance to worship and fellowship with our sisters in the
other Methodist denominations. See Anne Genther for
more information or to register.

The Chicago Southern District Day of Spiritual Renewal
will be held on Saturday, March 20™ from 8:30 a.m. —
12:00 noon at Faith United Methodist Church, 15015
Grant St. in Dolton. Rev. Felicia Laboy, pastor of Maple
Park UMC, will speak on the theme, "Reach out and
Touch." We need to send in our reservations together so
if you want to go please see Anne Genther.

G Fl
Q&}g? Faster Flowers
\\\ Help decorate the sanctuary
\ N\ for Easter Sunday. Order forms
are located in your Sunday
\\ bulletins, on the table in the
\ back of the sanctuary and in

the church office.
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Spring Luncheon

Sunday, March 21st
Following Worship
Great Hall

Croissant with Ham or
Turkey Breast

Fruit Salad

Pasta Salad

Chips

Pound Cake or Brownie
Beverages

COST:
$8.00 per person
$4.00 (children under 10)

This is an outreach fundraising event. Plan to stay
after worship and join your friends in a delicious lunch
and support the Rainbow Covenant at the same time.

education, mental or physical ability, or social standing
as full participants in the life and work of this reconciling
congregation.

WELCOMING STATEMENT:
A home and a refuge for all
A Reconciling Congregation

Our committee will be distributing both statements to the
congregation at the February 28th and March 7" worship
services. The committee will have a table and members
will be at the table during coffee hour to take questions
and discuss the statements as well as the need for a
new statement. Also, on those two Sundays finalization
of the start and sign up for the next class of “Claiming
the Promise” will be offered at the coffee hour table.

Also, there will be a special speaker March 18", 7:00 p.m.,
at the Lenten Potluck Supper & Discussion who will
share his personal experiences as a gay Christian. He is
Benjamin Reynolds who is the director of Reconciling
Ministry at the Chicago Theological Seminary and a PhD
candidate. He was the senior pastor at Emmanuel
Missionary Baptist Church in Colorado until he came out.
We encourage all to attend.

RECONCILING COMMITTEE — UPDATE
Submitted by Don Jaburek, Committee Chair

“Why Change the Mission Statement?”

CURRENT MISSION STATEMENT:
A diverse community of Faith serving, caring, sharing.

PROPOSED DRAFT OF
NEW MISSION STATEMENT:
Our Mission: To witness to the World lovingly and justly
as servants of Jesus by healing, caring, sharing, reconciling
and providing a safe sanctuary for all people. Therefore,
we open our hearts, our minds, and our doors and embrace
all persons; of any age, sex, race, ethnic origin, economic
reality, family status, sexual orientation, gender identity,

NURTURE NEWS

Our thanks to all people involved with the Nurturing
Ministries of the Church: Youth, Children, Sunday
School, Nursery, Vacation Bible School, Bible Studies,
Small Groups, Holiday Events. There are so many ways
these ministries impact the life of our church, and we are
grateful to each of you who help carry out these important
areas of service.

Ministry to our youth and children is very important and
one we take very seriously. We invite others to join us.
Please know that we require Safe Sanctuary Training for
all of us involved in working with our kids so that we can
ensure their safety while they are in our care. Contact
Arlene McGee if you would like to participate in any of
these ministries so that you can schedule training on our
Safe Sanctuary Policies and Procedures.

International Family Night was another great way for us
to fellowship and celebrate our diversity. This is one of
my favorite events because of all the different kinds of
food we get to eat. | hope you had lots of fun and learned
a bit about some of the church’s ministries around the
globe.

Please bring your family to the Easter Party on April 2",
Keep your eyes and ears open for more information
about the Teen Summer Camp and VBS. We have lots
to do, and if you would like to help is any way, please let
me know.

Yours for Nurturing Ministries — Laura Parker.




The Church and Society Committee presented Laura Loen
from the Campaign for Better Health Care on January 15"
to provide the community with updates on the House and
Senate Health care bills. Let your Senator and Member
of Congress know your position.

NATURAL CHURCH DEVELOPMENT

Greetings from the Natural Church
Development Health Team!

For the last four and a half years, Morgan Park United
Methodist Church has been using the Natural Church
Development (NCD) process to assess our church in
terms of the eight qualities found in healthy, growing
churches and to determine ways to become a healthier,
growing church.

As a team and as a church, we've spent some time working
on making our service an Inspiring Worship Service, as
this was our most recent minimum factor. If you recall, in
November of last year, thirty members of our congregation
were invited to take the NCD survey in order to help us
identify our church’s areas of strength, as well as the
areas in need of improvement, if we intend to grow,
succeed and strengthen the potential of our congregation.
The survey has revealed that our area for the greatest
potential growth is “passionate spirituality.” NCD
describes passionate spirituality in the following way:

Effective ministry flows out of a passionate
spirituality. Spiritual intimacy leads to a strong
conviction that God will act in powerful ways. A
godly vision can only be accomplished through an
optimistic faith that views obstacles as opportunities
and turns defeats into victories.

The important issue here is not the way spirituality is
expressed, but the fact that faith is actually lived out with
commitment, fire, and enthusiasm. The methods that any
church uses are really secondary; it is shown that a
church that lives its faith with passionate fervor experiences
the most success and growth.

As we embark on this spiritual journey with our new
minimum factor, we'd like to announce the members of
the 2009-2011 Health Team. They are: Thomas Hall,
Irene Harvey, Pat Hawkins, Joy-Denise Moore, Stanford
Noble, Laura Parker. We thank them for responding to
the call to serve on this team and are eager to work with
them to create and nurture — at Morgan Park UMC — a
sense of spirituality that demonstrates the commitment,
fire, and enthusiasm that we have for our faith.

We would be remiss to not acknowledge the hard work
of the Health Team of 2007-2009: Mary Chandy, Mike
Harvey, Pat Hawkins, Bonnie Herron, Don Jaburek, and
Lucious Moore. With their guidance and support, we
were able to accomplish the following:

Implementation of new Worship Planning Team that
works closely with Pastor Eun-Hye and our music
leadership to plan the worship services, looking
especially at the overall theme and flow of the
service

Evaluation of the whole worship experience,
specifically, the sermon. This was done in written
form using surveys after service and in talks with
the pastor following services. From these, we've
been able to implement many new ideas.

Completion of a written Spiritual Gifts survey. From
this, we were able to develop lists of persons who
expressed interests in participating in particular
aspects of our worship. One idea that we are hoping
to continue to work on is the formation of the
Morgan Park Praise Choir; our hope is that it is
intergenerational and that it will bring another
dimension to our music.

We continue to celebrate having our NCD coach, Eugene
Williams, be a part of the process as we continue to
grow into a healthier church community.

Please join us Sunday, March 7™ to honor those NCD
Health Team members from 2007-2009 and to pray for
guidance for the 2009-2011 team.

Peace & Blessings,
Régine Desruisseaux & Anne Genther, Co-chairs NCD

FALL FLEA MARKET
Saturday September 11, 2010

ALL CHURCH EVENT
Everyone’s Help Is Needed!

There will be a meeting on Tuesday, March 2" at 7:00 p.m.
to begin work on the Fall Flea Market. The date has
been set — Saturday, September 11™. Now we need
people willing to work on all aspects of the event to
make it a huge success. New ideas are welcome and
you are encouraged to come to the meeting and help
with the planning.

Help us make it happen!




Prayers Related to
Diversity

Do not adorn yourselv
outwardly...by wearing go (r
ornaments or fine clothin J
rather, let your adornment v
the inner self with the lastil
beauty of a gentle and gL
spirit, whichis very preciot

in God's sight1 Peter 3:3-4

Submitted By
“We Are the Branches”
The Prayer Ministry

Lord, in this culture of superficial standards of
beauty, standards which I, too, am prone to adopt,
keep me free from the foolish practice of ascribing
value to strangers on the basis of their looks.
Remind me of friends in my life whose appearance
might be described as plain but who are exquisitely
beautiful to me. Help me, God, not to regard my own
looks as a basis for merit or lack of merit. Remind me
to look within myself and cultivate true beauty in my
heart.

The tulips and the butterfly

Appear in gayer coats than I:

Let me be dressed fine as | will,

Flies, worms, and flowers exceed me still.
— Isaac Watts, "Against Pride in Clothes"

When you are disturbed, do not sin; ponder it of
your beds and be silerisaim 4:4

When | hear of some of the things people are saying
about me, heavenly Father, | want so much to set
the record straight! | realize that | have two
alternatives: to identify and confront the source, or to
let it go and let the truth become self-evident. Please
show me what the wisest course of action would be at
this point. Then help me to follow through with
confidence, knowing that you are ultimately in control of
the situation. Amen

Do not worry about others' opinions of you.
Be humble and do not let yourselves ever

through music. The many folk music styles of Bolivia will
be described and performed. The performers all teach at
the Instituto Americano, a prominent Methodist High School
in La Paz, Bolivia.

The concert will take place at St. Mark UMC, 8441 S. St.
Lawrence in Chicago and is free and open to the public.
A free will offering will be taken with the proceeds going
to the Chua, Bolivia Church Construction project. Invite
your friends and neighbors to attend this concert. A
wonderful time awaits. If you have further questions
please talk to Anne Genther.

Exobus GRoOUP RETREAT
Submitted by Lisa Butler

The Exodus Group is holding a contemporary adult
planning and spiritual retreat March 5-6, 2010 at Wesley
Woods Conference Center in Williams Bay, Wisconsin.
The theme for the retreat is Renew, Revitalize, Refresh.
There are some wonderful things planned for the retreat
and some excellent retreat leaders on board. Join us!
Registration forms for the retreat are available in the
church office.

Like the mythical phoenix that rose from the ashes, Exodus
group is being reborn. One of the things we will be doing
is changing our name. We have been inspired over the
years by the spirit that moves through this congregation
and the programming that we have accomplished. As we
look forward to the future we want to renew our
commitment to the principles of the group and build on
the success of our programs, revitalize ourselves with
new energy and focus, and refresh the group with a new
name reflective of our renewed purpose.

Exodus will be reborn...stay tuned for our
updates.
If you are interested in attending the retreat or want to
know more about the group soon to be “formerly known

as Exodus” please contact Don Jaburek or Lisa Butler or
email the group at exodus@morganparkumc.com.

Auyni-Bolivia Concert

On Sunday, March 14™ at 3:00 p.m. we have the wonderful
opportunity to hear a trio from Bolivia called Ayni-Bolivia.
They perform with voice, on guitar and on indigenous
instruments including panpipes. The concert will take us
on a tour of the various regions and cultures of Bolivia
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LENTEN MEDITATIONS

Submitted by Shirley Butler

Watch for a Lenten meditation insert in the bulletin
each Sunday during Lent. The meditation piece will
be chosen from one of our prior year Lenten
Devotionals. The insert will also provide suggested
scripture readings.

It is hoped that the inserts will be an aid as we seek
to create a deeper connection to Christ through
reading the scriptures, meditation, and prayer during
this holiest of seasons.




OUTREACH BAKE SALE A SUCCESS!

The Outreach Team Bake Sale held on February 7" was
a wonderful success. The fantastic bakers of Morgan Park
UMC provided many goodies and over $195.00 was
raised for our Rainbow Covenant Projects.

The Outreach Team thanks each of you who baked or
purchased the baked goods for your support.
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ATTENTION ALL PARENTS & YOUTH!!
Submitted by Micah Briggs, Youth Pastor

Kids Across America Camps registration deadline is
quickly approaching. The $50.00 non-refundable deposit
is due on Monday March 15", Al youth and volunteers
who plan to attend will need to pay the deposit in full so
that we can secure our slot as a group. We only have 10
slots available so hurry before they are all full. Youth
ages 9-18 can attend this Christian sports camp. If you
were at the video screening you know that you don't
want to miss this!

The parents of youth attending and volunteers need to
meet on March 14" directly following Sunday service.
We will pick the date for the trip and finalize what
fundraisers we would like to take on to support our youth
as they prepare for this life changing experience. Please
come with fresh ideas and a willingness to serve. Our
youth are counting on you.

Any members interesting in driving youth to camp or
volunteering their personal vehicle please be in attendance
at this meeting or contact the youth pastor, Micah Briggs
at 267-979-4351.

MARCH FiLm DiscussioN GROUP
Submitted by Shirley Butler

The Film Discussion Group will meet at the parsonage,
10924 S. Hoyne, on Saturday, March 13", at 5:30 p.m.
to view and discuss the 2003 film “Normal”, starring
Tom Wilkinson and Jessica Lange.

The story centers on a man, who on his 25" wedding
anniversary declares that he is a woman trapped in a
man’s body, and how his wife, children and community
come to terms with this revelation.

Join us in examining our own attitudes regarding the
very real circumstances some people are living through.
For more information, contact Shirley Butler

or Pastor Choi.

BISHOP'S DAY ON THE DISTRICT

Wednesday, March 10, 2010, is the Southern District
Day with the Bishop. Bishop Hee-Soo Jung will meet
with the laity of our district from 7 to 9 p.m. at First UMC,
100™ & Central Ave. in Oak Lawn. If you would like more
information or would like to attend please speak to our
Lay Leader, Lucious Moore, or the pastor.

FEBRUARY WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
LITURGISTS
March 7 through 28...Pat Hawkins
GREETERS
March 7...Chante Waters & Dorothy Wiggins
March 14... Tom & Anna Hall
March 21...Crystal Hill & April Preyar
March 28...Kanisha Davis & Kyisha Davis
ACOLYTES
March 7...Sydney Cerrentano & Kaline Langley
March 14...Christopher Parker & Pierre Parker
March 21...Carinne Parker & Denise Parker
March 28... Christopher Parker & Will Zopp

CONGRATULATIONS to Doug Reynolds who graduated
from Western lllinois with a Bachelor of Science Degree
in Recreation, Park and Tourism Administration and to
his sister Lisa Reynolds who graduated from the Keller
School of Management with a Masters Degree in
Business Administration.
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Daylight é)aving Time Begins March 14




